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Ministering in the Aftermath of Hurricane Katrina

Here you see a photo of Highway 90 shortly after Hurricane Katrina slammed into
the Mississippi Gulf Coast. This highway, also called Scenic Highway, is the
main east-west drive along the beach. Many of us traveled this route daily. It
really was a soothing drive along Highway 90. To the south you’d see the
sparkling white sand (the longest manmade beach in the world) and the gentle
waves of the Mississippi Sound. You’d see the protected least tern nesting area
just south of the Armed Forces Home and countless sea gulls flying here and
there. In the median of this four-lane highway and northward were huge moss-
covered oak trees. And then there were the stately old homes. You didn’t have to
own them to appreciate their beauty; they were part of each resident’s history.
We all had “our favorites”. These were the old homes that survived Hurricane
Camille in 1969, a hurricane with winds of 200 miles per hour. Post Katrina you
were not allowed to drive along Highway 90 unless you had proof of address in
the area or you were a relief worker with proper identification. Police and military
troops were stationed at all north-south access points along the coast stopping
all who tried to enter the highway. The vast majority of Coast residents could not
travel along Scenic Highway. So, how does a community begin the healing
process when the full impact of what was lost can’t be seen? Which homes
survived? How many of our trees are left? Did the least terns survive? Have the
sea gulls returned? It’s amazing even to me how much I missed seeing our
beautiful white sand touching the calms waves of the Mississippi Sound. For
many Coast residents, the healing process didn’t fully begin until barely a week
ago when Gulfport opened up Highway 90 to traffic once again. Okay, so it
opened as a two-lane road with stop signs where street lights once stood, but it
opened! Biloxi will open their section of Highway 90 on the 21st of December. I
can only tell you that my first trip down the highway was one of silence. Yes,
there were many times when I couldn’t tell where I was. Yes, my “favorite” old
homes were gone – in fact only a few homes remain. Yes, Highway 90 is bare.


